CHAPTER I

A SI IH   IIOUSK
(1644 -

YN January 1644 a Devonshire lady, lilcanor (or Ellen),
JL widow of Sir John Drake, alarmed by the Royalist activities
in the West Country, had asked for a Roundhead garrison
to protect her house at Ashc, near Axminster.1 She was
" of good affection " to the Parliament, had aided them with
money and provisions, and had " animated her tenants in
seven adjoining parishes " to adhere to their cause. The
troops were sent ; but before they could fortify the place
Lord Pouldt, a neighbour who commanded for the King,
marched upon it with his Irish soldiers, drove out the Parlia-
mentarians, burned the house, and " stripped the good lady,
who, almost naked and without shoe to her foot but what she
afterwards begged, fled to Lyme for safety/*
Here she encountered fresh hardships, The Roundhead
seaport of Lyme Regis was soon attacked by the Royal forces.
liarly in April Prince Maurice, with six thousand men and
" an excellent artillery," laid siege to the town. The story of
its resolute defence is a cameo of the Civil War. For nearly
three months a primitive, fitful, fierce combat was waged
along and across the meagre ramparts and ditches which
protected the townsfolk* Women aided the garrison in their
stubborn resistance, relieving them in their watch by night
and handing up the powder and ball in action. Colonel Blake,
afterwards the famous Admiral of the Commonwealth, com-
manded the town. He several times offered the Royalists to
open a breach in his breastworks and fight out the issue face
to face on a front of twenty or on a front of ten men. His
leadership, and twenty-six sermons by m eloquent Puritan
1 For this chapter sec the map facing p, 214,
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